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Read up on Supervisor Saylor's 2015 
accomplishments in Yolo County and on 

the Sacramento Area Council of 
Governments, as well as his aspirations 

for 2016. 
 

Yolo County Year in Review  
 

 
 
2015 was a fruitful year for Yolo County 
and District 2 as we worked towards our 
mission of “Making a difference by 
enhancing the quality of life in our 
community.”  Thanks to the dedication 
and commitment from the Yolo County 
team, cities and community partners, we 
have much to celebrate.  Here are a few 
highlights: 
 
Homelessness 
In June, Supervisor Saylor and Mayor Pro 
Tempore Robb Davis convened 
a summit to discuss homelessness and 
how to best bring the “housing-first” 
model to Davis.  In response to the energy 
and ideas generated during the summit, 
Supervisor Saylor advocated 
for expanded funds for 
homelessness services.  A project 
proposal with the City of Davis is now in 
development. 
  
Food Access and Security 
Approximately 44,000 people in Yolo 
County are food insecure; it's up to us to 

solve that problem.  Throughout 2015, 
Supervisor Saylor has actively supported 
Yolo County’s collaboration with UC Davis 
to increase CalFresh participation on 
campus.  By strategically placing a county 
staff member on campus at key locations 
and times, we have been able to 
dramatically increase the number of 
students receiving benefits.  Supervisor 
Saylor has hosted Yolo Food Connect 
meetings to discuss current efforts and 
coordinate collaboration between entities 
working on improving our local food 
system, ending food insecurity and 
ensuring that nutritious foods reach every 
fork!  Our most recent meeting 
included recognition of Jim and Deborah 
Durst as local food heroes.  Supervisor 
Saylor served as one of the speakers at 
the Hunger in the Farm-to-Fork 
Capital event series that looked at why so 
many people are hungry in a region 
known for its agricultural abundance.    
 

 
 
Expanding Health & Human Services 
In late 2014, the County opened a Health 
and Human Services Center in the City of 
Winters. This enables nearby residents to 
access health, employment and social 
services locally rather than an hour long 
bus ride.  Plans are underway to offer an 
expanded service center in Davis in 
2016.  In 2015 Supervisor Saylor worked 
with Jill Cook and County Medical 

http://www.davisenterprise.com/forum/opinion-columns/davis-begins-to-get-its-arms-around-homelessness/
http://www.davisenterprise.com/local-news/county-government/county-supervisors-add-new-positions-approve-final-budget/
http://www.davisenterprise.com/local-news/county-government/county-supervisors-add-new-positions-approve-final-budget/
http://www.davisenterprise.com/local-news/yolo-farmers-honored-as-first-hunger-action-heroes/
http://www.davisenterprise.com/local-news/yolo-farmers-honored-as-first-hunger-action-heroes/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9oDl8QH_NQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9oDl8QH_NQ
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Services Program (CMSP) to expand 
health coverage for undocumented 
residents in 35 counties, including Yolo 
County.  Also this year, the Board of 
Supervisors took action to protect public 
health by banning e-cigarette use in 
locations where smoking of traditional 
cigarettes is prohibited.  
 
Expansion of the UC Davis tutoring 
program for underperforming students 
in rural communities 
Thanks to a new partnership providing 
school bus transportation, the UC Davis 
Chicana/o BRIDGE tutoring program that 
seeks to improve the academic 
achievement of low-income under-
performing students in rural communities 
will more than double in size this 
academic year.  The program began a 
pilot program in January 2015 in Knights 
Landing at the behest of Latina 
farmworker mothers in the 
community.  Challenged by inconsistent 
and unreliable transportation for the UC 
Davis tutors, Supervisor Saylor convened 
a group of stakeholders to identify a 
creative solution to transport 80 UC Davis 
Bridge Program tutors four times per 
week to schools in the rural communities 
of Knights Landing and Robbins for 
individualized mentoring of elementary 
aged students.  
 

 
 

Stewarding our Natural Resources 
Supervisor Saylor has worked with the 
Yolo Habitat Conservancy to develop the 
Yolo Habitat Conservation Plan/Natural 
Community Conservation Plan 
(HCP/NCCP) plan to establish a 
framework to protect, enhance, and 
restore natural resources across Yolo 
County while allowing for continued rural 
and urban development in the region.  In 
2015, the Conservancy released 
the 2nd Administrative draft of the 
complete plan. 
 

 
 
Improving Water Quality 
Supervisor Saylor is working with the 
residents of North Davis Meadows and 
the Patwin Road Community to address 
rising levels of nitrites and new 
regulations regarding hexavalent 
chromium in their well water. 
 
Connecting Yolo County regionally and 
beyond. 
On behalf of Yolo County, Supervisor 
Saylor serves as the Board Chair of the 
Sacramento Area Council of Governments 
(SACOG) and as a representative to the 
National Association of Counties 
(NACo).  He delivered a presentation 
about Yolo County’s experience of the 
drought and our approaches to address it 
at the NACo Annual Conference.  At 
SACOG he championed safety for our 
region in Oil-by-Rail transportation 
issues, provided support for the Food 
System Action Plan, and welcomed the 
RUCS Case Study looking at economic 
development opportunities in West Yolo 
County.  You can read more SACOG 
highlights here.  

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0626-uninsured-norcal-counties-20150627-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0626-uninsured-norcal-counties-20150627-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0626-uninsured-norcal-counties-20150627-story.html
http://www.davisenterprise.com/local-news/county-government/supervisors-vote-to-ban-e-cigs-in-public-places/
http://www.dailydemocrat.com/article/NI/20151021/NEWS/151029976
http://www.dailydemocrat.com/article/NI/20151021/NEWS/151029976
http://www.yolohabitatconservancy.org/#!documents/csyl
http://www.davisenterprise.com/forum/opinion-columns/draft-eir-fails-to-address-oil-dangers-to-up-rail-cities/
http://sacregfoodaction.org/
http://sacregfoodaction.org/
http://supervisor.donsaylor.org/sacog_year_in_review
http://supervisor.donsaylor.org/sacog_year_in_review
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SACOG Year in Review 
 

 
 
Supervisor Saylor was honored to serve 
as the 2015 Board Chair of the 
Sacramento Area Council of Governments 
(SACOG).  SACOG is an association of local 
governments representing the six 
counties and 22 cities in the Sacramento 
region.  It was a busy and productive year 
for our region. Now, as the leaves fall and 
the days get shorter and the year comes 
to a close, here are highlights of SACOG’s 
2015 accomplishments: 
 

 Long-Range Transportation Plan – 
SACOG staff completed a significant 
amount of public outreach and consensus 
building for the Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan/Sustainable 
Communities Strategy (MTP/SCS), due for 
adoption in early 
2016.  The MTP/SCS sets a vision and 
financial forecast for transportation 
projects that will improve air quality, 
reduce traffic congestion, and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions over the next 
20 years.  
 

 Region Rising – In celebration of the 
Sacramento Region Blueprint’s 10-year 
anniversary, SACOG partnered with 
Valley Vision bringing 1,000 leaders from 

across this region together to reflect on 
the values that created the Blueprint, and 
explore where action is needed to 
improve our quality of life outcomes.  We 
were inspired by local and national 
experts, explored many challenges we 
still face together – like healthy food 
access, good jobs and great education – 
and recognized that by working 
collaboratively as one community instead 
of 28, our region will continue to rise.  It 
was a collision of people and ideas and a 
mere beginning of discussions that will 
shape the communities we want for 
ourselves and future generations.  
 

 
 

 Rural Urban Connection Strategy in 
Action – This year, SACOG staff applied 
the Rural-Urban Connection Strategy 
(RUCS) toolkit at a local level in Yuba 
County and West Yolo County.  The Rural-
Urban Connection Strategy is a nationally 
recognized land-use and economic 
planning tool to support the regional 
agriculture economy.  The case studies in 
Yuba and West Yolo Counties look at 
possible outcomes due to shifts in 
cropping patterns and associated water 
demand, crop production costs, financial 
return and local market demand.  They 
have provided a tool for community 
members to use in future planning of 

http://sacog.org/mtpscs/
http://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/soapbox/article44296947.html
http://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/soapbox/article44296947.html
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economic development activities in rural 
communities.  
 

 Oil-by-Rail – SACOG issued a comment 
letter on the revised draft environmental 
impact report for the crude oil terminal 
proposed by Valero Oil Company in the 
city of Benicia.  The safe shipment of 
highly volatile crude oil on rail lines is an 
important public safety issue impacting 
the Sacramento and Bay Area 
regions.  Through SACOG's leadership we 
offered feasible measures to make crude 
oil by rail safer for the nearly one-quarter 
of the region’s population who live within 
a half-mile of these 
shipments.  Supervisor Saylor also wrote 
two editorials sharing his safety concerns: 

 Crude oil-by-rail rules are only a 
first step toward safety 

 Draft EIR fails to address oil 
dangers to up-rail cities 

 
 Regional partnerships - In an effort to 

make the most of our partnerships and 
working relationships with other regional 
entities, SACOG established a 
Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO) partnership with the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission (MTC) in the 
Bay Area in 2014. Under my leadership 
this year, the initiative expanded to 
include the San Joaquin Council of 
Governments. These partnerships allow 
for collaboration within the mega-regions 
of shared geographic interest along the I-
80, I-5, and Highway 99 
corridors.  Additionally, SACOG 
leadership conducted peer-visits with 
other high-performing regions in the 
nation (Nashville, Chicago and Kansas 
City) to bring best practices back to the 
Sacramento region. 
 

 Food System Action Plan – SACOG 
served as a key partner to the Sacramento 
Region Community Foundation and Valley 
Vision in developing the Food System 
Action Plan.  SACOG provided data 
analysis and prepared food access maps 
for this in-depth report with 
recommended actions to better connect 
locally-grown food with hungry 
community members.  
 

 
 
It was a productive year for the six-
county Sacramento Region!  It was a 
privilege to serve with the esteemed 
SACOG Board and staff and we look 
forward to the lasting impacts of this 
year’s efforts. 
 
 

Looking Ahead to 2016 
 
In 2016, we look forward to continuing 
our service to District 2 and Yolo County. 
We plan to focus our efforts in three core 
areas: 
 
Safety Net 

 Addressing homelessness 
 Housing for mental health consumers 
 Ending food insecurity and improving our 

local food system 
 
Economic Development 

 Agricultural aggregation hubs and 
processing facilities 

 Infrastructure investments including 
transportation and broadband in rural 
areas 
 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/donsaylor/pages/371/attachments/original/1447107050/Valero_Refinery_RDEIR_Ltr_10-30-15.pdf?1447107050
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/donsaylor/pages/371/attachments/original/1447107050/Valero_Refinery_RDEIR_Ltr_10-30-15.pdf?1447107050
http://www.davisenterprise.com/forum/opinion-columns/crude-oil-by-rail-rules-are-only-a-first-step-toward-safety/
http://www.davisenterprise.com/forum/opinion-columns/crude-oil-by-rail-rules-are-only-a-first-step-toward-safety/
http://supervisor.donsaylor.org/Draft%20EIR%20fails%20to%20address%20oil%20dangers%20to%20up-rail%20cities
http://supervisor.donsaylor.org/Draft%20EIR%20fails%20to%20address%20oil%20dangers%20to%20up-rail%20cities
http://sacregfoodaction.org/
http://sacregfoodaction.org/
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Environmental Stewardship 
 Complete SACOC MTP/SCS 
 Complete Yolo Habitat Conservancy Plan 

 

 
 
Additional efforts that will be 
coming to fruition in this 
coming year include: 
 
Yolo County Strategic Plan 2016-19 
In November, 2015 the Yolo County 
Board of Supervisors adopted a Strategic 
Plan which will help guide our work for 
the next three years.  This plan contains 
four goals, which are each accompanied 
by focus areas and potential measures of 
success. The goals are: 

Thriving Residents 
Safe Communities 
Sustainable Environment 
Flourishing Agriculture  

 
AgStart 
AgStart recently located in Yolo County to 
promote innovative sustainable 
agricultural technology and supports 
companies that are bringing those 
products to market.  Yolo County is the 
right place in our region to connect 
entrepreneurs with farmers and other 
aspects of the agriculture industry.   With 
the AgStart incubator working space, 
mentoring and field days we will be in a 

better position to cultivate and improve 
agricultural technologies.  We look 
forward to staying connected and 
supporting these efforts.  
 
Innovation Centers 
The Davis community is considering two 
proposed innovation centers – the Nishi 
Gateway and the Mace Ranch Innovation 
Center.  These projects will help harness 
and retain the technology, ideas and 
people power generated by UC Davis, 
support our community’s ongoing 
success, and align with the regional 
values articulated in the Sacramento 
Region Blueprint and Next Economy 
plans.  Together they have the potential to 
create an innovation ecosystem in 
Davis.  We look forward to collaborating 
with the City of Davis as these projects 
progress.  
 
Davis Health & Human Services Center 
This year, Yolo County is planning to open 
an expanded Health & Human Services 
Center in Davis.  This will allow Davis 
residents to access more comprehensive 
services in a streamlined and efficient 
manner. 
 

 
 
Partnering with UC Davis 
We are looking forward to continued 
collaboration with the Associated 
Students, University of California, Davis 

http://www.yolocounty.org/home/showdocument?id=28763
http://www.yolocounty.org/home/showdocument?id=28763
http://www.agstart.org/home.html
http://cityofdavis.org/business/innovation-centers/davis-innovation-starts-here
http://cityofdavis.org/city-hall/community-development-and-sustainability/development-projects/nishi-and-downtown-university-gateway-district
http://cityofdavis.org/city-hall/community-development-and-sustainability/development-projects/nishi-and-downtown-university-gateway-district
http://cityofdavis.org/city-hall/community-development-and-sustainability/development-projects/mace-ranch-innovation-center
http://cityofdavis.org/city-hall/community-development-and-sustainability/development-projects/mace-ranch-innovation-center
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(ASUCD) and UC Davis faculty as we work 
to address food security on campus and 
throughout our county, ongoing mental 
health services for students, and 
transportation issues. 
 
Winters Pedestrian Bridge 
 

 
 
Many of you are aware of the dangerous 
path that the residents of El Rio Villas 
currently must travel over Highway 505 
to access the stores, services and schools 
in Winters.  We are hopeful that funding 
will be approved by SACOG later this 
month, and that planning will take place 
in 2016 to create a safe pedestrian bridge. 
 
Education and Equity in Yolo County 
Yolo County Superintendent Jesse Ortiz 
has an exciting vision of investing in our 
county’s future by providing universal 
preschool throughout Yolo 
County.  Supervisor Saylor is thrilled to be 
collaborating on this effort and we hope 
that our County will be able to come 
together to make this vision a reality.  
  

 
 
Working for You 
Supervisor Saylor looks forward to 
continuing to engage with you through 
his regular office hours and out in our 
community.  It’s an honor to serve the 
people of Yolo County and we thank each 
and every one of you for giving us the 
opportunity to make Yolo County a better 
place to live. 
 
 
 


